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Parliamentary Elections in Egypt in 2005
A case Study of Qalyubia Governorate

Abstract

The 2005 elections constituted a case of a special nature in the electoral
practice within the Egyptian society because of the new variables associated with
these elections that added to them exceptional importance, as glass boxes were
used for the first time in the electoral process, as well as the establishment of a
united front for the opposition under the name "National Front for Change™" in the
face of The ruling party (National Democratic Party), in addition to the request
of the President (at the time) in February 2005 to amend Article (76) of the
Constitution regarding presidential elections to be by direct vote of the people.

In light of this, the objectives of this study were determined to reveal the
specific economic, social and political dimensions of political participation in
Egyptian society in general, to identify the map of political forces and to
participate in the 2005 elections in Qalyubia governorate, and to indicate the
trends and determinants of voter participation in Qalyubia governorate in these
elections, in addition to setting A future vision of the electoral process in Egyptian
society in general and Qalyubia Governorate in particular .

The researcher relied on the descriptive approach to reveal the socio-
economic and political context in which the 2005 elections took place, and to
monitor the patterns and forms of political participation of voters in Qalyubia
Governorate in light of this context. The methodological tool was represented in
the questionnaire form that was applied to a random sample of (1000) individuals
residing in the centers and villages of Qalyubia Governorate (males - females .(
The study concluded several results, most notably the high rate of political
participation in Qalyubia governorate, the decline in the popularity of the
National Party within the governorate, and also the decline in the effectiveness of
political parties in influencing the voters. Conservation is in favor of the group’s
candidates in light of a clear decline in women’s participation in these elections.
This study ended with presenting a future vision for the future of democracy in
Egyptian society in general, through a set of alternatives or scenarios, one of
which was achieved by the January 25, 2011 revolution .
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